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Introduction:

The goal of this publication is to give you a small taste of the Rebbe’s
Farbrengens throughout the years. The Rebbe spent countless hours on
Shabbos farbrenging with us, teaching us, guiding us, and uplifting us.

These farbrengens are preserved in thousands of pages, waiting to be
learned and relived by every chossid today.

We hope this publication helps make the
Rebbe’s Farbrengens a part of your Shabbos.

This booklet is just a taste.
One cannot become full from just a taste!

Please share this with your friends and family

May we be zoche to a new Farbrengen with the Rebbe himself, now!

Please consider participating in the cost of printing the “Taste”:
Visit taste.study/participate
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Shabbos P' Matos-Masei, 26 Tammuz, Mevorchim Av

5739

7. People have asked how can we continue in such an age, when there is so
much darkness and when our Sages have passed away. The Previous Rebbe
answered this question when speaking about his own father. He declared “He
will not separate himself from his flock. Even after his passing, he arouses G-d’s
mercy, drawing down G-dly influence just as when he was alive.” What the
Previous Rebbe said about his father applies to himself.** He is carrying out

those functions now.

Click here or scan

to download this farbrengen
Free Translation E%% This year's my2ap!

10 pages


http://berel.me/D/Z39E
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For the very reason a Jew is sent into Golus is to retrieve and refine the sparks
of holiness which are entrapped within the nations of the world. And this means
searching out a fellow Jew who has within himself the “venomous serpents,
scorpions, and drought where there is no water” and help him. G-d did not send
us into Golus to make us weary, but to liberate another spark of holiness, to

help refine another Jew.

This service of going into the streets to bring another Jew closer to G-d is
particularly significant during the “three weeks.” One might think that due to the
negative aspect of the three weeks, it would be best to seclude oneself in a
Yeshivah or synagogue, and thereby protect oneself from all evil influences
during this inauspicious time. But just the opposite is required. Only through
“going out from the cloud” and reaching out to “those who are straggling
behind you” can one attain a higher level. By sharing Yiddishkeit with others,

one gains much more than if one makes it an exclusive experience.

And this descent of “going out” to influence another Jew will ultimately lead to
much greater heights in one's own service to G-d; as “Massai” teaches us. But
we must also carry out the lesson of “Mattos,” remaining firm and unchanging in
our own Yiddishkeit as we venture out to reach other Jews, bringing them ever-
closer to Yiddishkeit.
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3. The particular date upon which Shabbos Mevorchim falls this year, is the
26th of Tammuz. What is the lesson from this?

In today’s portion of Tehillim we read (119:97): *“ how | love Your Torah, | talk of
it all the day.”

At the end of the portion we read (119:176): “| have gone astray like a lost

sheep; seek out Your servant, for | do not forget Your mitzvos.”

It is evident that two things are emphasized in today’s Tehillim portion. Torah
study (“how | love Your Torah”) and Tzedakah (charity), which is termed simply
as “mitzvah” (“for | do not forget Your mitzvos”) by the Talmud Yerushalmi (see

Tanya ch. 37).

The lesson for these days is clear. We must intensify our performance of these
two things since they will bring the redemption as we are told (Isaiah 1:27):
“Zion will be redeemed with judgment (referring to Torah) and those that return

to her with Tzedakah.”
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A simple Jew knows this from his own conduct. Although every Jew is the son
of the Supreme King of Kings, the Holy One, Blessed be He — which is infinitely
higher than being the son of Yitzchok and Rivkah — sometimes he behaves
badly. The reason? His evil inclination overpowers him. Thus, after the deed has
been done and the evil inclination’s temptations are no more, a Jew regrets his
bad deed. The fact that he feels contrite over a deed that he did to fill his desire
— shows that his true desire is to “perform all the mitzvos and to keep away
from transgressions.” Therefore, after the evil inclination’s overpowering force is

removed, his true desire reasserts itself, and he regrets his actions.

Undesirable actions are hence only temporary, and they are for the purpose that
they should eventually be transformed into good — and, “as the superiority of
light which follows (prior) darkness,” this good is loftier than good which was

not a result of transformation of evil.

An intelligent person, then, who sees further than the present facts,
understands the true situation — that even now, at the time of the

transgression, it will eventually be transformed into good.

When we therefore read of Eisav in the Torah, it is certainly a good thing.
Moreover, even his misdeeds will certainly be transformed into good, for in the
future, the promise, “I will remove the spirit of impurity from the land,” will be
fulfilled; and indeed, an even loftier level will be revealed — “as the superiority

of light which follows darkness.”
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The same applies to the period between the 17th of Tammuz and the 9th of Av
(“Bein Hametzorim”). True, G-d has blessed a Jew with success for children, life
and abundant sustenance, and will surely increase in that blessing.
Simultaneously, however, knowing that his true essence is the soul, he still feels
the sorrow of exile — especially at this time — and therefore longs for the

consolation of the redemption.

One could ask, “Why is it necessary to mention at a farbrengen that we are now
in the period of ‘Bein Hametzorim,” and thus sadden people? Is this the purpose
of a farbrengen?” On the other hand, though, the previous Rebbe instituted that
a farbrengen be held on Shabbos Mevarchim, including Shabbos Mevarchim
Menachem Av — and the foremost topic for discussion should be something

associated with the present time.

The resolution of this paradox is “Menachem Av”: At this farbrengen one should
speak of things which bring consolation and the abolition of the tragedies of this
period — i.e., an increase in all aspects of Judaism, Torah and mitzvos, with

sincere joy and a good heart.
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There are those who abstain from studying Tanya and cloak their opposition in
sanctity, saying, their fathers did not study Tanya so they should not and,
furthermore, they have not yet reached the level where they truly “match” this
study — so they study other areas of Torah. They continue to reason that if they
were to fool themselves and say that they understand Tanya they would

transgress the Biblical prohibition:
I Keep away from anything false, (Shmos 23:7)

and furthermore they would insult the Alter Rebbe! So, in their misguided way,
they “protect” the honor of the Alter Rebbe and refuse to study Tanya!

The answer is that since in these generations:

It is permitted and a duty to reveal this science (Chassidus), (lggeres
Hakodesh ch. 26)

and in contemporary times, even moreso, for the wellsprings have already been
spread to the outside! Therefore, all of their considerations will not change the
fact that every single Jew can and should study Tanya, especially since the Nasi
has established that it should be studied daily by everyone. The great power of
Tanya is like the natural spring water, where the state of tumah can be purified
even with just a bit of water — so long as it covers the entire object. So, we

must also learn from the Tanya section of today.
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Throughout the centuries it has been accepted practice to send away sons to
study in Yeshivos in far away places. When he is in his home town, the student
may spend much time visiting home, relations, old-time friends, etc. This affects

his diligence. When he is away his success is much greater.

In the case of the cities of refuge, the Sefer HaChinuch explains the severity of

exile and its ability to expiate for the sins of accidental manslaughter:

The suffering and pain of exile is equivalent nearly to the pain of death, for
the person is separated from his loved ones and the land of his birth.
(Chinuch, Mitzvah 410)

Similarly, when one goes into exile for any good reason, by being separated
from his loved ones and his hometown he will see much greater success in his
studies. Moreover, his desire to leave his family in order to study will give him

the motivation to study diligently and with self-sacrifice.

In the case of Ahavas Yisrael and Jewish unity when one is at home his distinct
individuality is clearly evident. In religious matters he has his habits and
personal traits. He stands in a certain place during prayer, etc. Similarly, in
worldly matters his business and activities may cause him to deal with different
people and he is cool to Ahavas Yisrael and Jewish unity. When a group of Jews
travel to a new place and pray together and study together and join together for
meals and even go touring together, their intra-personal relationships are
enhanced. There is, as well, a feeling of Ahavas Yisrael with their hosts — and
also to their friends at home, whom they grow to miss — all this increases

Ahavas Yisrael all around.
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A Jew’s soul is totally above all concepts of exile. This applies even when the
soul is enclothed within a body in this world, even when a person lives in the
darkness of exile in the generation preceding Mashiach’s coming when the

darkness is greater.

Since the Jew’s soul is, to quote Tanya, “actually a part of G-d,” or to rephrase
that expression, “a part of G-d that has become actual,” i.e., that can be felt, it
stands above all the difficulties of exile. Accordingly, when a Jew makes his soul
primary and his body secondary, the powers of the soul are revealed within the

body and no obstacles can keep the body in exile.

Thus, a Jew's entire life becomes a series of exoduses from Egypt, i.e.,
departures from boundaries and limitations. This is alluded to in the verse,
“These are the journeys of the children of Israel as they left the land of Egypt.”
On the surface, after the first journey, they had “left the land of Egypt.” The
verse, nevertheless, mentions “journeys,” to teach that every state, even a level
of holiness, can be considered Egypt, a place of boundaries and limitations in
regard to the level above it. Thus, a Jew must continually, “proceed from
strength to strength,” constantly progressing to higher levels in a never-ending

process.
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Thus, the extended exile which is felt acutely in these Three Weeks should not
bring a Jew to despair, but rather to an appreciation of the heights to which the
exile will bring us. This realization should, in turn, bring about a strengthening
of Torah and mitzvos which will lead to the Messianic redemption. This should
be expressed in “spreading the wellsprings outward,” extending the influence of

Torah to places which by nature have no connection to it.

In particular, this should be expressed in making siyumim, conclusions of the
study of Talmudic tractates or Torah works. These siyumim should be made in

every place possible. May this lead to a siyum of the exile.
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Shabbos P' Matos-Masei, 2 Menachem-Av
5751

1. Among the unique factors associated with this Shabbos is the conclusion of
the Book of Bamidbar and the public pronouncement which follows, Chazak,
Chazak, Venischazaik (“Be strong, be strong, and we will be strengthened”).
This threefold repetition* produces a chazakah, a sequence associated with

permanence and strength.

Significantly, the conclusion of the Book of Bamidbar always takes place in the
Three Weeks, a period associated with exile and destruction. One might ask;

Why does this always occur at a time when the Jews are weakened as it were?

It is possible to explain that the one is a result of the other. Because this is a
time when the Jews are “weakened,” there is a need for encouragement and
reinforcement. From the fact that the Shabbos is referred to as Shabbos Chazak,
(“the Shabbos of reinforcement”), it would appear that there is a more intrinsic
bond, that the time itself adds strength to the Jews’ observance of the Torah

and its mitzvos.
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