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Introduction:

The goal of this publication is to give you a small taste of the Rebbe’s
Farbrengens throughout the years. The Rebbe spent countless hours on
Shabbos farbrenging with us, teaching us, guiding us, and uplifting us.

These farbrengens are preserved in thousands of pages, waiting to be
learned and relived by every chossid today.

We hope this publication helps make the
Rebbe’s Farbrengens a part of your Shabbos.

This booklet is just a taste.
One cannot become full from just a taste!

Please share this with your friends and family

May we be zoche to a new Farbrengen with the Rebbe himself, now!

The printed version is funded by people who care about this initiative.
Participate at berel.me /taste /participate
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The parts of the date that are Bold, are the
parts that match this year’s kvius.
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2nd day of Shavuos, Tuesday
5710

A certain chassid wrote me that since the histalkus he is
very brokenhearted, and sometimes, when he is alone, be
breaks into tears.

The question remains, however: What did he accomplish
by his weeping? Is this the Rebbe’s intention — that he wants
him to cry?! It is almost certain that his tears accomplish
nothing, besides fulfilling the teaching of the Sages>® that
“when one sheds tears over [the passing of] an upright man
(and how much more so in our case), G-d counts them and
stores them in His treasure-house.” In the meantime,
however, the work of fulfilling the mission given by the
Rebbe is not being done!
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2nd day of Shavuos, Monday
5738

6. In the Maamar, it was explained how Matan Torah transformed the nature of
divine revelation. Anochi and Hashem, the transcendent aspects of G-dliness,
became Elokecha — the energy and strength of a Jew on the physical plane.

Even the powers of deed and action can be affected by these divine energies.

Consequently, through observing a Jew's activity, the effect of these divine
influences can be appreciated. It is possible to recognize an individual's nature
by observing his work.(Chassidus relates how the Maggid of Mezritch once
looked at a vessel and was able to detect that it was made by a man who was
blind in one eye.) Similarly, by watching a Jew’'s behavior, it is possible to

become aware of the G-dly energies motivating him.
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2nd day of Shavuos, Shabbos
5739

The lesson to be derived from this story is that Jewish children have to be
taught Torah and must memorize it. Then, when a non-Jew stops them in the

street, they will have a Torah answer.

We must dedicate ourselves to this task and make sure it is accomplished. G-d
gives us a reward for noble thoughts but on a practical level, nothing is
accomplished with thoughts alone. Even if you have no proper intentions, even
if the only reason you get involved in Chinuch is because someone else forces
you, your thoughts don’'t matter. What is important is the ultimate goal: the

education of Jewish children.?
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2nd day of Shavuos, Thursday
5740

The Previous Rebbe related another story about the Baal Shem Tov. He would
give children fruit and listen to the blessing they recited before eating it.
Afterwards, he would answer Amen and in doing so reach a high level of
“Devaikus,” clinging to G-d. The Baal Shem Tov was always on a level of union
with G-d. Nevertheless, the blessings made by young children could bring him

to deeper Devaikus.

This story can answer the question asked in regard to the campaign to “turn the
hearts through the children.” They have protested, “What can the children do?”
“All of Israel surely act in a Kosher manner; why is it necessary for the children
to arouse their parents?” From the above story we see that the Baal Shem Tov
achieved a great level of Devaikus not through Torah study or prayer, but

through answering Amen to the blessings of young children.
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2nd day of Shavuos, Shabbos
5742

A simple Jew, however, is accustomed to walk and talk with others — when
engaging in business, etc. — and hence his principle service is not Torah study,
but in engaging in worldly matters in the manner of “all your deeds should be
for the sake of Heaven” and “in all your ways you shall know Him.” Such a Jew,
although he prays, says Tehillim, and goes to Torah study sessions, may
nevertheless feel bad when he compares himself to others who learn Torah the
entire day. To such a person the teaching of the Baal Shem Tov is addressed: He
should not feel bad, because G-d wishes to be served in all ways. G-d has
created him to serve Him through dealings with the physical world, and since
this is his mission in life, he should not feel troubled by it — he is thereby
fulfilling G-d’s desire. He did not choose to engage in worldly dealings (for he
would have wanted to learn Torah all day), but, for different reasons, was forced
to do so. Since it was not his choice, it must be G-d's will that he should thus

fulfill his mission in life — and hence there is no reason to feel troubled about it.
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2nd day of Shavuos, Thursday
5743

This is the greatness of the service of Jews. G-d created the world ex nihilo and
made it in a certain form. Jews, through their service, change the nature of the
world and sanctify it.

The lesson from all the above: A Jew at this time of the year, when the “Season
of the Giving of our Torah” has just passed, knows that G-d has chosen him and
given him the Torah. He may therefore think that he need do nothing except
think about G-dliness, learn the exoteric part of Torah, and need not engage in

physical things such as to influence other Jews to observe physical mitzvos.

Moreover, such a Jew thinks, in the Messianic era, the esoteric aspects of Torah
will be fully revealed. Since everything depends on our deeds now in exile, the
proper preparation to the Messianic revelation should be the study of the

esoteric, Chassidus.

The answer to this is that discussed above: The principle idea of Mattan Torah
was G-d’s choice in the corporeal bodies of Jews, and correspondingly, the Ten
Commandments are simple things. Thus the emphasis in Mattan Torah is on

physical things, actual deed.

So, too, in the future: Whereas then there will be the revelation of the esoteric in
the manner of “a new Torah will go forth from Me,” simultaneously, the halachic
ruling will be that “deed is greater” (in contrast to now, when the ruling is that

“study is greater”).
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2nd day of Shavuos, Thursday
5744

Teshuvah, repentance, depends solely on the Jews, for “Everything is in the
hands of heaven except for the fear of heaven.” Had Israel desired, they could
have repented in the moment immediately following the destruction of the Bais
Hamikdosh. Since repentance may be “in one moment,” G-d would have
brought the redemption immediately after the destruction (for, as noted above,
Rambam rules that when Israel will repent, they will be redeemed
immediately). And since the redemption must happen through a flesh and blood
person — our righteous Moshiach — it follows that immediately after the
destruction “the savior of Israel” had to be born, to allow the redemption (which

must be through Moshiach) to occur the moment Israel repents.

Not only could Israel have repented immediately after the destruction, but
indeed, it was the most appropriate time for repentance. As long as the Bais
Hamikdosh was intact, the Jews, although warned by the prophets of
impending calamity, could fool themselves that nothing would happen. Once
they saw that G-d had burned His Sanctuary, and had exiled His sons, that

moment should certainly have inspired them to repent.

Thus, the time of “the burning of the House of our G-d” also possesses a
positive element: It was the most opportune time for repentance, and therefore
the “savior of Israel” was born then, through whom will come the future and

final redemption.
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2nd day of Shavuos, Tuesday
5745

Of course, for the sake of “domestic peace” he will take his meals with his family
and drink a cup of wine — but as soon as he can, he will return to his

intellectual pursuits.

Tell him to clap his hands and dance? “Why even a child can do that, it is not
fitting for me!” He is a respected Jew with a long grey beard, who considers
himself to be a Chassidic scholar and devout servant of G-d. He must seek out

the inner joy. So he closes his eyes and trails off into meditation.

He further argues, “If | were to dance and sing, | would not be able to pursue my
studies and mental exercises to find the solution for a troublesome Rambam

and Rashi or Tosafos. No human can do two things at once!”

Well, it is for this individual that the prayers of the day direct us to the inner
meaning of “The Season of the Giving of our Torah” — “Torah must act in the
world.” The joy must penetrate the simple physical action and must burst forth
in exuberance and outward rejoicing. Don't close your eyes in meditation, open
them and see if your feet are dancing! Do it because you really feel the joy. And

let others see how you rejoice and influence them to rejoice likewise.
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2nd day of Shavuos, Shabbos
5746

Ideally, the Holy One, Blessed be He, should bestow upon each Jew the
blessing of clothing, home and family, not just sustenance equal to the feasts of
Shlomo, but all his needs must be satisfied in that manner, with abundance and

great comfort.

Instead, we are in exile more than 1900 years, and no one seems to care! Oh
yes, once in while there is a burst of song and a psalm of Tehillim is recited.
What is it worth when all the Jewish people, their wives and sons and
daughters and all their possessions are in exile!? And include all those who
lived in exile through all the past generations! And although they may be in the
highest levels of Gan Eden they are not pacified, for they see their children and
grandchildren in the diaspora for nearly 2000 years; and the Shechinah is also in

exile!

Has the clamor and tumult been great enough relative to the pain? Since all the

predestined times have passed — what are we doing in galus!
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2nd day of Shavuos, Thursday
5747

[The Rebbe smiled and said,] the custom has developed that Psalms are recited,
on Shabbos Mevarchim, for example, with great speed — | don’t want to use the
expression ‘haste!’ In any case, since it has become the custom, the statement,

‘Jewish custom is considered law’ applies.

When | was in ‘Cheder, | remember an argument broke out between two
children, one from a Lithuanian home, the other from Polish chassidim. The
Lithuanian child proudly spoke of how slowly and deliberately he prayed. His
friend answered that he himself did the opposite — praying quickly because he
desired to grab the next word. ‘On the contrary, he claimed, ‘your unhurried
prayer shows that it is not so dear to you." He answered, ‘I'll prove I'm right —
our teacher certainly considers prayer precious, and nevertheless prays slowly!
His friend answered, ‘But our teacher’s prayers are hot like fire — he can't grab
the words quickly! Our prayers are cooler, therefore we should grab them as

fast as we can.’

The reason for telling this story is to stress the unity among Jews — that
although there are many ways of serving G-d, everyone still aims towards the
same goal. Regarding our subject, it is possible that each individual's recital of
Psalms has the ability to resemble that of King David — therefore everyone

should endeavor to recite them in this manner.
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2nd day of Shavuos, Tuesday
5749

There is another point relevant to this concept. According to Torah law, every
moment of one’s day should be devoted to Torah study. However, because one
also has an obligation to support one's wife and family and, therefore, must
devote a large portion of one's day to mundane activities, one is allowed to
fulfill one’s obligation of Torah study by setting aside a portion of time for Torah
study each morning and evening. Thus, should G-d grant a person additional

wealth and prosperity, he must devote more time to Torah study.

The holiday of Shavuos shares a particular connection to material blessings as
implied by our Sages’ statement: “Everyone agrees that on Shavuos, ‘lechem’
(material satisfaction) is required.” When a person is granted these material

blessings, he will be able to devote more time and energy to Torah study.

If a person will argue, “| am not involved in business for myself. The reason | am
so deeply involved is so that | will be able to give more to charity.” The way to
determine if this is so or not is to see how he conducts his business. Does the
person do only what is necessary in order to make a vessel for G-d’s blessings
and use his free time for Torah study or does he follow a worldly perspective,

accepting whatever leniencies in Torah he can find?*

Click here or scan

. to download this farbrengen .
Free Translation g%g This year's ny°ap!
e

7 pages


http://berel.me/D/R49E

2nd day of Shavuos, Thursday
5750

Today, the Rabbis’ visits to Lubavitch are reflected in the many Rabbis who have
come to celebrate Shavuos in today's Lubavitch, the Previous Rebbe'’s
synagogue and house of study. It is proper that the Rabbis take advantage of
this opportunity and use these meetings to clarify contemporary halachic
questions, particularly those that have been aroused because of the advance of
science. Among them: a) the use of many modern machines on Shabbos, b) the
place of certain new medical techniques'® within halachah, c) questions

involving psychology and other issues concerning the “health of the soul.”
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2nd day of Shavuos, Monday
5751

When a person does not realize the purpose for his existence — which is “to
serve His Creator” — he can never experience true tranquility and calm. On the
contrary, the changes and multiplicity in the world at large disrupt and disturb
him. When, however, a person is aware of the purpose for his existence and for
each aspect of his life, he rises above all this treadmill of activity. This, in turn,

allows a person to reach a state of fulfillment and development.

Furthermore, the awareness of one’s purpose generates tranquility, not only for
the person himself, but for the activities which he carries out in the world at
large. This allows them to be carried out with added perfection and success;

and thus spreads rest and tranquility throughout the world.*

Similarly, in regard to the giving of the Torah: When the Jews received the
Torah, the purpose of the entire creation — that it was brought into being for
the sake of the Torah and for the sake of the Jewish people — was revealed.
When the Jews observe the Torah and its mitzvos, and influence the gentiles to
observe their seven mitzvos, they transform the world into a dwelling for G-d,
and in this way, spread rest and tranquility throughout the world, encompassing

every particular dimension of existence.
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