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Introduction:

The goal of this publication is to give you a small taste of the Rebbe’s
Farbrengens throughout the years. The Rebbe spent countless hours on
Shabbos farbrenging with us, teaching us, guiding us, and uplifting us.

These farbrengens are preserved in thousands of pages, waiting to be
learned and relived by every chossid today.

We hope this publication helps make the
Rebbe’s Farbrengens a part of your Shabbos.

This booklet is just a taste.
One cannot become full from just a taste!

Please share this with your friends and family

May we be zoche to a new Farbrengen with the Rebbe himself, now!

Please consider participating in the cost of printing the “Taste”:
Visit taste.study/participate
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The parts of the date that are Bold, are the

parts that match this year’s kvius.
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Day of Simchas Torah, Wednesday
5711

2. What will Propel Me Throughout the Year? Now, when
a chassid takes stock of the way he carried out his avodah in
the course of Tishrei, a question arises: What will propel him

as he “sets out on his way” and tackles the avodah of the year
ahead?

The question has an answer: What gives him the
requisite strength is hiskashrus, his soul’s bond with the
Rebbe. As is well known,?” the life-force that animates the
souls of all Jews is drawn from “the heads of the multitudes
of Israel, whose souls are in the category of ‘head’ and
‘brain.”” Since the life-force of the various organs of the
physical body is drawn from the brain, it is vital that nothing
should intercept their connection with the head, for only
when they are connected with it are they animated. For this
same reason one should maintain one's connection with the
Rebbe, who is the head, and through him flows spiritual life-
force to all those who are bound to him.>*

In this way, it is through hiskashrus with the Rebbe that
one derives the strength to “set out on one’s way,” like
Yaakov Avinu, to cope with the coming year's avodah and its
mundane activities.
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Motzai Simchas Torah, Wed. Night
5738

And may this bring about the greatest campaign of all, the Redemption of the
Jewish people which the Almighty Himself will enact speedily in our times — as
it says — “And you will be gathered one by one, ye children of Israel.” Rashi
explains this to mean that the Almighty will take every Jew by the hand lead
him out of exile and will bring him to our Holy Land, “the land upon which the

eyes of G-d gaze from the beginning of the year to the end of the year.”

And very soon, with joy and good-heartedness, “a great congregation will
return here” for as stated concerning the final redemption soon to come, that not
one single Jew will be left behind in exile, but the Almighty will redeem us all
with kindness, compassion and apparent and obvious good, very soon in our

times.
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Day of Simchas Torah, Tuesday
5739

Since the life of a Jew totally revolves around his service to G-d, it has to be
recognizable in his every action. The Rambam describes ten motions through
which a scholar is noticeable, including the manner in which he eats, drinks, etc.
This applies to all Jews, for the Torah describes us all as “A wise and

understanding people.”

Even at the time of sin, not only does a Jew's G-dly soul remain intact, but, in
addition, his physical body is still the body of a member of the Holy Nation.
There is no interruption in the unique quality which Jew’s possess in that we

have been chosen as G-d’'s Nation.
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Day of Simchas Torah, Sunday
5740

2. There are those who will be very happy to give the “fifth to Pharoah”;
however, first they would appreciate G-d’s giving them “four-fifths.” They have
a rationalization for their behavior — G-d is unlimited. He can dispense wealth
at will. On the other hand, a human being is limited. It takes time in order for
him to find a way to carry out his pledge. It would be better, seemingly, if G-d
gave him the “four-fifths” first, then he would give the “fifth to Pharoah”.

Furthermore, since G-d Himself performs the Mitzvos He commands the Jewish
people, and since there is a Torah principle that “the eager try to fulfill a Mitzvah
as soon as possible,” it is proper that G-d hurry and give His “four-fifths.” Then

he, the Jew, in turn will write a check for the “fifth” that goes to “Pharoah”.

Personally, | hope that G-d will bless every Jew: may they receive all five-fifths
tomorrow and then may they give the “fifth to Pharoah.” However, past
experience seems to imply G-d does not always work in that fashion. Generally,
He desires that we give “the fifth” to Pharoah, and then He gives “four-fifths to

”

you.
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Day of Simchas Torah, Friday
5741

When a Jewish boy or girl walks in the street and becomes thirsty, he or she
wants a drink to quench this thirst. (The reason they need to drink is so that
they will be able to study Torah with a clear head.) Just as the child realizes how
thirsty he is, a truck selling Kosher beverages passes by. The child buys a
Kosher beverage, recites the blessing and quenches his thirst. He should realize
that this is “Divine Providence.” Hashem caused the truck to pass by at this
particular moment so that a Jewish child could quench his thirst. The fact that
the truck driver awoke in the morning at a particular time and drove down this
particular street occurred through Divine Providence. Even the street corner on
which the child recites a blessing has been waiting since the six days of creation
for a Jewish child to bless G-d. This is the level of great wonders which G-d

performs and can be comprehended and perceived by children.
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Day of Simchas Torah, Wednesday
5742

Old habits die hard, and the same mistake is repeated time and again, even
today. It is not just a trivial matter, but can have far-reaching consequences. A
small example: Schools are among the many institutions which employ the
tablets as a symbol of their Jewish affiliation. Very often children receive
reports, certificates, merit awards, etc., with the tablets prominently displayed
on the cover. A child naturally assumes that if the school prints the tablet with a
rounded top, then certainly it must be so. Can you imagine that child’s
disappointment and disillusionment when he eventually finds out the truth? All
trust in teacher and school may be forfeit, and belief in other things he has

learned may be weakened.

Worse yet, the representation of the tablets with a semicircular top is taken
from non-Jewish sources. It is directly contrary to the Talmud. When a Jewish
organization uses as their symbol the tablets depicted in this way, they are
choosing the non-Jewish concept of the tablets over the Talmud’s. The Talmud

has been made subordinate to non-Jewish interpretations.

The two tablets, which contain the Ten Commandments, are the basis of the
Torah. Our Sages tell us that the entire Torah is contained within the Ten
Commandments It is surely time that the tablets are depicted according to the

true traditions and teachings of our people.
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Day of Simchas Torah, Sunday
5743

“Tzaddikim are like their Creator.” G-d created the world through the Torah, as
stated: “He looked into the Torah and created the world.” Jews, too, through
learning the verse “In the beginning G-d created the heavens and the earth,”
effect the creation of the world anew. This is especially so since “Whoever
reads and learns (Torah), G-d reads and learns opposite him.” Hence, when a
Jew reads that “In the beginning G-d created the heavens and the earth,” G-d
reads the same thing “opposite him” — and since G-d’'s words are as deeds, the
world is created anew. And since to G-d there is no difference between one
time and a thousand times, the creation anew of the world now is exactly as the
original act of creation — although thousands of years have passed since then.

Indeed, since “one rises in holiness,” the creation is in loftier fashion.

There is a lesson in this for us: When a Jew engages in worldly matters after
Simchas Torah, he must know it is not the same world as yesterday; it is a new
world. Therefore, even if his previous service was perfectly correct, the creation
anew of the world in a loftier fashion demands loftier service. This is achieved

through a new increase in Torah study and performance of mitzvos.
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Day of Simchas Torah, Friday
5744

We can go further, and say that the revelation of the fiftieth gate on Simchas
Torah is greater than that on Mattan Torah: Although the joy of Simchas Torah is
purely spiritual (the essence of the Torah), it nevertheless permeates the
physical body, to the extent that one dances with one’s feet, the lowest part of

the body. The spiritual becomes the essence of the physical.

This is similar to the distinction possessed by the description of G-d that “there
is nothing aside from Him"” over the description that “there is nothing else.”
“There is nothing else” negates the existence of the entire world — and since it
is necessary to negate it, this shows there is an existence — but it is negated.
“There is nothing else aside from Him” means that only “aside from Him” there
is no other existence, but with Him, the world does exist — that the true

existence of the world is G-dliness.

This idea of “there is nothing else aside from Him” (which is the first verse said
before Hakofos) is expressed in the joy of Simchas Torah: pure spirituality

permeates and forms the true existence of the feet.
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Day of Simchas Torah, Friday
5745

However, although service in the times of exile is according to G-d’s will, a Jew
must nevertheless know that exile is but a temporary situation; his true status,
his permanent situation, is in the Messianic era. This is the idea of leaving the
Sukkah (temporary dwelling) and entering the house (permanent abode) on
Shemini Atzeres: after all the lofty aspects of sitting in a sukkah, a Jew is told
that it is all temporary; he must therefore reach an infinitely higher level — a

permanent condition, that of the Messianic era.

Although we previously explained that the concept of Shemini Atzeres —
“Lamnatzeach al Hasheminis,” the eight-stringed harp — applies to Shemini
Atzeres, it has relevance also to this era (including that of exile), just as this

psalm was said by King Dovid before the Messianic era.

This teaches us a wonderful lesson: a Jew has the ability to bring about the
concept of the Messianic era while he is still in exilel We find this idea
emphasized by the “Guests” of Shemini Atzeres — King Shlomo and the
Previous Rebbe. Of King Shlomo it is written, “| shall grant peace and quiet to
Israel in his days” — which encompasses the epitome of peace of the future era.
And the previous Rebbe’s second name is “Yitzchok,” which means “laughter,”
encompassing the epitome of laughter of the future, as written, “Then our
mouths will be filled with laughter.” It follows from the above that on Shemini

Atzeres and Simchas Torah it is very easy to bring about the redemption.
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Day of Simchas Torah, Tuesday
5746

And from one good deed to another. During the month of Tishrei there were
several propitious days for giving tzedakah: Erev Rosh Hashanah, the Fast of
Gedaliah, Erev Yom Kippur, Erev Sukkos, and in the realm of hospitality, also the
entire holiday of Sukkos.

Therefore anyone who has not fulfilled his obligation in the aforementioned

charities should do so in the next few days.

It is also the proper time to remind and encourage everyone concerning the
daily study of Chitas: Chumash, Tehillim and Tanya. The portion of Chumash
study for Simchas Torah — should be concluded by tonight and all the daily
portions should be diligently studied every day. To this should be added also
the daily Rambam section.
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Day of Simchas Torah, Sunday
5747

Whoever will commit himself, with devotion and self-sacrifice, to carry out this
mission of spreading Torah and Yiddishkeit by building Chabad Houses, will be
shown success and will be convinced, for he will see the positive results,

himself.

May it be the will of the Al-mighty that we utilize this auspicious day to accept
these resolutions regarding the establishment of Chabad Houses in every place.
The joy of Simchas Torah will eliminate any limitations — so that the entire
project will move ahead bursting with joy, and will not be stopped or impeded
for any reason, and from the outset it will move by “going from above,” which

will bring even more success.
The Time of Mashiach

This will lead us to the time of the fulfillment of the prophecy: “The breaker —
Dovid King Mashiach — will come up before them” (Michah 2:13). Then the
“house” will be the Beis HaMikdash in its perfect form. Then, too, will we attain

the perfect revelation of G-dliness in the world:
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5750

Our Sages say that the world was originally created with the Messianic Age in
mind. In fact, the perfection of the days of Mashiach was present from the
moment of creation, although in a concealed form. When Mashiach comes, it
will not be a true “innovation” in the creation, since everything has already been
present from the very beginning. It is only necessary to reveal the true essence

and underlying G-dliness in the creation.
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Night of Simchas Torah, Leil Shishi
5751

Our happiness should also be increased due to the fact that several hours of
Simchas Torah have already passed and we have already recited Kerias Shema.?
This happiness should be shared by children as well,’ girls as well as boys.
Indeed, children through their happiness can teach adults, even elders with grey
beards. We see that a young girl was brought from the women'’s section to the
Simchas Torah farbrengen and her singing and dancing had an influence on

many.
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Day of Simchas Torah, Tuesday
5752

In one of the prophecies of the Redemption,* we are promised, “Behold | will
send you Eliyah[u] the prophet before the coming of the great and awesome
day... And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children.” Rashi*®
interprets the latter phrase to mean, “he will turn the hearts of the fathers to
G-d through the medium of the children.” Children will awaken in their parents
an earnest desire to turn to G-d.*® Similarly, in the present context, the sincere
desire children have for the Redemption should inspire a similar yearning in

their parents.

And we will not have to wait long. We are at the pinnacle of Jewish history, the
most appropriate time ever for Mashiach to come. The very next moment can be
the last moment of exile, and the moment which follows, the first moment of
Redemption. At this time, our energies must be directed to “opening our eyes,””

appreciating the Redemption and living our lives in its spirit.
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