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Introduction:

The goal of this publication is to give you a small taste of the Rebbe’s
Farbrengens throughout the years. The Rebbe spent countless hours on
Shabbos farbrenging with us, teaching us, guiding us, and uplifting us.

These farbrengens are preserved in thousands of pages, waiting to be
learned and relived by every chossid today.

We hope this publication helps make the
Rebbe’s Farbrengens a part of your Shabbos.

This booklet is just a taste.
One cannot become full from just a taste!

Please share this with your friends and family

May we be zoche to a new Farbrengen with the Rebbe himself, now!

Please consider participating in the cost of printing the “Taste”:
Visit taste.study/participate
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The parts of the date that are Bold, are the
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8. This is what every Jew should know and
impart to his friends:

The Almighty declares to us Jews:

I gwe you twenty-nine, thirty days in which
to escape from any unworthy habits and unbe-
coming conduct, to flee to the safety of a new
order and a new way of life. Here is your oppor-
tunity to find refuge from the “Avenger.’
Through repentance: first, repentance “out of
fear,” leading to repentance “out of love,” you
will be inscribed in the Book of the Righteous,
for a happy and sweet New Year.
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This concept is more completely understood through deeper consideration of
the metaphor of the father-son relationship. Many individuals will be willing to
help their friends if they have difficulties with their children. They will offer
advice, assistance, guidance. However, only the child’'s father will actually clean

up his son’s filth.

The father will neither hesitate nor desist from washing away his child’s filth
even if the child protests. Though the father is particularly sensitive to the pain
his child feels, he will overcome his own feelings of mercy and continue
washing the child even though he cries. The father’s love for the child motivates
him to a genuine concern for the child’s welfare. His dedication to the child’s

welfare moves the father to temporarily suppress his feelings of love and mercy.

Similarly, though Av is the month in which G-d “poured out his wrath,™ it is
nevertheless appropriate to be called Av, the father. Only because of G-d's
immense love for the Jewish people was He motivated to express His anger,

and by so doing, “wash away the filth of the daughters of Zion.”
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Similar to this is also the life-time of R. Levi Yitzchok (the Rebbe Shlita's father)
whose Yahrzeit we commemorate today; one who merited to have success after
preparatory meditation that the whole purpose of work is “then shall the land
keep a Shabbos unto the L-rd.” Due to this preparatory meditation, he
succeeded in turning the “land of Canaan” into the “land of Israel.” Then he was
exiled from the place where he “sowed his field” and “pruned his vineyard” to a
place where he could no longer work with the world. Yet this exile was not, G-d
forbid, a descent from his personal level, but the exact opposite. One must rise
higher in exile, for there “the L-rd is his inheritance,” an infinitely higher level
than the previous dealings with the world. And not only does he stand on this
higher plane, but he also retains the lower level of his previous work of “sowing
his field” and “pruning his vineyard.” For in exile, this lower level is elevated and

included within the level of “the L-rd is his portion.”

The above explanation is satisfactory only insofar as when in exile he also
spiritually retained the level of “sowing” and “reaping” in this world. But what of
the greatness that comes only from making a dwelling place in the physical
world? The answer is that even when in exile, R. Levi Yitzchok continued his
previous activity, albeit in a reduced fashion. To this day, one can see the fruits
of his work when in exile. And in accordance with the dictum that “a person is
alive while his descendents are alive,” R. Levi Yitzchok himself is presently
making a dwelling place in this physical world, for his descendants are occupied

today in that service.
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5. It is customary to discuss one of Rashi’'s comments on the parshah. In this
week's parshah, Rashi makes a short, yet puzzling comment. In Devarim,
chapter 9, Rashi discusses the word “tablets,” luchos, which is given an unusual
spelling. The word is spelled in a way which could be read luchas, which would
indicate a singular form (“tablet”). Rashi explains that the variant spelling comes

to teach us that the two tablets were identical.

One difficulty we have is determining to which verse Rashi is referring. All the
handwritten versions of Rashi's commentary | have seen do not have any
indication as to which verse Rashi is discussing. Since the words from the verse
are always quoted, it is usually simple to determine where they belong. Here,

however, there are many instances of this variant spelling.

It is clear, though, that this comment belongs somewhere between verse 9 and
verse 18 (since they are the previous and subsequent comments, respectively).
It is therefore puzzling; why does Rashi not explain this on one of the previous

instances of such a variant spelling of this word?

The explanation is that Rashi comments on the verse in which it is most obvious
that the spelling is changed. That would be verse 11, which stands out in that
the word appears twice in the same verse, and has two different spellings! [See

Shabbos Parshas Re'eh for further discussion.]
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3. Besides the fact that this year the 20th of Av is on Shabbos parshas Eikev, it
is also the fortieth year since the passing of my sainted father. The concept of
“forty years” is mentioned twice in parshas Eikev — in the verses: “You shall
remember the entire path which the L-rd your G-d led you these forty years,”
and “Your clothes did not wear out on you, and the shoes on your feet did not

wear out, these forty sears.”

The idea of “forty years” is present not just on Shabbos itself, but even earlier, in
the prayers recited upon welcoming the Shabbos — and the Shabbos may be
welcomed before the actual time of Shabbos begins. Six psalms are recited in
the prayers for welcoming the Shabbos, and the first of these six contains the

words (Tehillim 95:10), “For forty years | shall take hold of that generation.
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In 1929 when the Previous Rebbe sailed from Eretz Yisrael after his historic visit
to the Holy Land, the tragic news of the Hebron Massacre reached him, while he

was on board the ship. [Affliction shall not rise up a second time (Nachum 1:9).]

The shocking news caused the Rebbe great anguish and suffering, as a result of
which he experienced a kidney attack. Together with the Rebbe, on the ship was
Dr. Wallach, his personal physician, who traveled with him. He was able to treat
the Rebbe and nurse him back to health. Later, Dr. Wallach requested an
audience with the Rebbe and asked for a “tikkun” (a form of penitence for a sin).
When the Rebbe asked for an explanation of his strange request, the good
doctor answered: “As we see, the Rebbe has become well, which shows that
ultimately that was the way it should be,” and if so, it appeared to him (the
doctor) that his being on the ship brought about the potential for the Rebbe’s
sickness! Because there was a doctor who could bring the cure, therefore the
sickness could come — if he had not been on the ship, the Rebbe would not

have fallen ill!l Therefore he requested a tikkun.

The Rebbe's response, though, has not been revealed to us. The first part of the
story has come down to Chassidim and teaches us that if there is an illness,
then the possibility for cure must be here. (The cure precedes the illness
(Megillah 13b).)

Not only does the cure come before the sickness but the purpose of the decline
is to reach the greater heights, for the route to reaching loftier heights is by first
descending to the depths.
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Cruising on a boat also has the aspect of leisure and pleasure, it is not
something which is absolutely necessary. Those who will join the cruise will

choose to do so for the sake of having a good time.

The analogue of this facet of the cruise adds another facet to the observance of
Torah and mitzvos. For not only do we observe Torah and mitzvos because it is
our lifesaver — but we also find great pleasure in our Torah and mitzvos. This is

the level of serving G-d out of love.

While this lesson is sound advice for all Jews, in all walks of life and at all
times, it is especially appropriate to mull over these thoughts when one is
actually participating in a cruise, for the novelty of the experience engenders a
deeper contemplation on the intrinsic essence of the occurrence and the desire
for satisfying meaning and purpose. More common phenomena, although they
should be truly thought provoking, fail to arouse serious meditation, because of

their regularity and commonness.

If one would contemplate on the return of his/her soul in the morning — having
gone to sleep tired and worn out to wake refreshed with the return of the soul
— he would recognize this happening as a gift of G-d who gives us life every
morning. This thought should awaken a rush of love for the Holy One, Blessed
be He. Remembering that this soul is pure and holy — will enhance this feeling
much more so. Yet, by its regularity and daily reoccurrence one is not impressed

and is not moved by this wonder.
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The following lesson can be derived from the above:® To bring the Messianic
redemption, a Jew must be involved in the service of self-refinement and he
must also work to influence his colleagues. Rav Levi Yitzchok was a Torah
scholar who recorded his teachings for posterity.” He was also a Rav and a
leader, heading a major Jewish community. Similarly, Rav Levi Yitzchok also had
an effect on the gentiles who lived around him. They saw the Hashgachah

Protis in his life and this strengthened their faith in the Creator of the world.

These two qualities are reflected in the names Levi and Yitzchok. Levi refers to
the service of self-refinement, whose ultimate level is complete attachment

with G-d, “Now, my man will be attached to me.”

Yitzchok relates to the service with others and an individual's service of
spreading happiness among them as the Matriarch Sarah declared when
naming him, “All that hear (i.e., even someone who inadvertently hears) will

rejoice with me.” Thus, Yitzchok reflects the spreading of unbounded joy.

The qualities reflected by the names Levi and Yitzchok are relevant to every Jew.
In regard to Levi, this can be seen in the Rambam’s statements, “Not only the
tribe of Levi, but anyone who, out of a spirit of generosity...,” i.e., Levi’s qualities
are models that can be emulated by every Jew. Similarly, Yitzchok as one of the

Patriarchs endowed the entire Jewish people with his spiritual heritage.

This service, particularly when carried it in an increased manner as is
appropriate after the Fifteenth of Av, will bring about “the reward of a mitzvah is

the mitzvah” in the ultimate sense, the service in the Messianic Age.
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4. This Shabbos follows the fifteenth of Av** which as mentioned previously,*® is
connected with an increase in Torah study. Preferably, this increase should be
expressed in communal study, in groups of three, and if possible in groups of
ten or more. G-d promises to bless those who increase their study with
extended life. Every Jew, men, women, and children, should make such an

increase.

In this context, it is worthy to mention the importance of the education of young
children'® and the presence at this farbrengen of the children from Camp Gan

Yisrael,”” a camp “in the field.”

May this increase in Torah study lead to the time when, “A new Torah will
emerge from Me.” Then, we will merit true extended life, the era of the
resurrection when, “Those who lie in the dust will arise and sing,” with Rav Levi
Yitzchok at their head (for today, the spiritual source of his soul shines
powerfully).”® May this take place immediately, in 1"wn, “a year of miracles,”

which will lead to X"1wn, a year when, “| will show you wonders.”
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2. Our service of stocktaking must also relate to the Future Redemption, for it is
the responsibility of the Jewish people to bring about this redemption.
According to all the signs mentioned by our Sages, the redemption should have
come. And therefore, our energies are focused on this goal. Herein, there is a
connection to this week’s Torah reading, Parshas Eikev, which relates to the
present time period, described as lkvesa diMeshicha. There are two
interpretations of this term: a) The first focuses on the more common meaning
of the word eikev, “heel,” the least sensitive portion of the body. Thus lkvesa
diMeshicha refers to the lowest of all levels in the spiritual history of the Jewish
people, a generation characterized by a redoubled spiritual darkness, in which
all the undesirable omens which our Sages said would precede the Era of the
Redemption have taken place. b) Eikev also means “after.” Thus it refers to the
end of the exile, the time directly before Mashiach’s coming. This surely refers to
our generation, for to borrow an expression used by the Previous Rebbe, we
have already “polished the buttons,” i.e., all the service demanded of us has
been completed and we are on the threshold of the Redemption. And therefore,
in anxious expectation of the time when G-d will take the Jews out of exile and
bring them to Eretz Yisrael, we cry out, Ad Maasei, “Until when, will we be

forced to remain in exile.”
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