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Introduction:

The goal of this publication is to give you a small taste of the Rebbe’s
Farbrengens throughout the years. The Rebbe spent countless hours on
Shabbos farbrenging with us, teaching us, guiding us, and uplifting us.

These farbrengens are preserved in thousands of pages, waiting to be
experienced by every chossid today.

We hope this publication helps make the
Rebbe’s Farbrengens a part of your Shabbos.

This booklet is just a taste.
One cannot become full from just a taste!

Please share this with your friends and family

May we be zoche to a new Farbrengen with the Rebbe himself, now!

The printed version is funded by people who care about this initiative.
Participate at berel.me /taste /participate
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Shabbos P. Ki Savo, 18 Elul
5740

All of these lessons are derived from the name Yisroel. A name is something
which is only given to a soul in this world. A fetus in its mother’s womb,
although it possesses a soul, is nameless. The Baal Shem Tov’'s name is meant
to have an effect on the life of every Jew in this, the mundanest of worlds. The
Baal Shem Tov was our leader and our shepherd; he is, therefore, connected
with every Jew. Furthermore, he is not only a shepherd who now directs his
flock from above; rather, he can be found within each and every one of us, in this
generation. This is similar to Moshe, who, as the Alter Rebbe explains in Tanya,
can be found within each one of us. This element of “Yisroel” which is within

each of us, enables us to go out to battle, and to be victorious.?
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5743

Even the simplest Jew knows that he was created for some purpose, for even a
human being doesn't create something for no reason! The most obvious reason
G-d could have for creating him is in order to serve Him; in others words, ani
ledodi, “I am to my Beloved.” He might not understand why it is that G-d needs
his existence, but this doesn’t change the fact that he does exist and that his

existence therefore has purpose.

After hearing that G-d is called “Beloved,” the second part of the phrase, vedodi
li, can also be easily understood. One might not understand why it is that he
merits a G-dly revelation (vedodi li) for his service. Nevertheless, since G-d has
a special love for the Jewish people (“Beloved”), merit is no longer in the picture.
The person sees in his own life and in his own family that love is unrelated to
such considerations. One loves even if it may be undeserved. Sensing G-d'’s love
inspires the Jew himself to serve G-d out of love, thereby strengthening the

bond between them.
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There is a well known story of the Alter Rebbe, when he passed through a town
of Misnagdim (opponents of the path of Chassidus) he nevertheless entered and
Shul, rose to the Bimah and said in his customary sing-song style, “Taste and
you will see that Hashem is good.” As a result of this action, scores of young
men ran to follow him and, eventually, they became active teachers and
disseminators of the teachings of Chassidus. We have been told this story for it
teaches us that the Alter Rebbe pioneered the way for each and every one of his

disciples.

The fact is, that the wellsprings of Chassidus must spread and reach the
‘outside,’ they must be continuous and never ending, which will prove that they
are truly from the ‘wellsprings.” When the teachings of Chassidus penetrate the
essence of a person to the degree that he radiates further, to others outside,
without interruption, this proves that his study of Chassidus was truly on the

level of wellsprings.
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The context of Selichos and the days of Selichos comes at the end of the month
of Elul. Clearly all the aspects of Divine service initiated in the month of Elul and
designated by the name of the month, in Torah, prayer, charity and teshuvah
have already been implemented. Having passed Chai (18th of) Elul, there was
also a new “life” injected into the activities of Elul. At this point the Jewish
people surely stand on a higher level. All year round we follow the assumption
that “all Jews are qualified,” and that “Your people are all righteous,” how much
moreso after passing through the days of Elul, and Chai Elul. In the aspect of
blessing bestowed upon us, from above, Torah also dictates that in the month of
Elul when we write to another Jew we indicate that he should “merit to be
inscribed and sealed in the book of good life.” In addition, we have started
reciting the psalm, “By Dovid, the L-rd is my light and my salvation,” and we
started blowing shofar. Certainly all of these actions have already increased the

blessings of life, children, sustenance, etc.

Now when the days of Selichos approach, the question pops up: After all this,

Selichos? Why? For what reason?!
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At the close of Pirkei Avos we say:

The Holy One, Blessed be He, wanted to make the people of Israel
meritorious; therefore He gave them Torah and mitzvos in abundant measure.
(Makkos 23b)

During the month of Elul — the time of stock-taking — there may be those who
argue that since we have so many mitzvos to observe and we do not do enough,
therefore we must be chastised and reprimanded. Here the mishnah comes to
inform us that the only reason G-d gave us an abundant measure of Torah and
mitzvos was to make us meritorious! You have no right to use this matter — the
multitudinousness of mitzvos — for a negative purpose; only to make us

meritorious!
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We can understand this by first relating an incident in which Torah meant for
alma d’'nukva came also to alma d'd'chura. The book Beis Rebbe tells of Freida,
the daughter of the Alter Rebbe. She was especially dear to him, and he would
frequently deliver Chassidic discourses specifically for her. In fact, when her
brother, who later became the Mitteler Rebbe, wanted to hear Chassidus, he
would sometimes ask her to make a request, whereupon he would hide and
listen. Obviously the Mitteler Rebbe wasn't fooling the Alter Rebbe, and didn't
intend to do so. If so, why did he have to receive this Chassidus in such a way?
The answer lies in the concept mentioned previously. These discourses were
intended specifically for alma d’nukva, and therefore had to be delivered to a

female.
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This year marks the 92nd anniversary of the founding of the Yeshivah and the
50th anniversary of its transfer to America, “the earth’s lower hemisphere.”
Thus it is uniquely appropriate to commemorate this anniversary by holding
chassidic farbrengens in every community in which a branch of the Yeshivah is

found, beginning from the central branch here in New York.

These farbrengens should be well attended for “in the multitude of people is
the glory of the king.” They should be attended by parents who send their
children to the Yeshivah and by all the alumni of the Yeshivah — even those
who attended only for a short time. For holiness does not depart from its place
and even if one’s attendance at the Yeshivah was brief, the impression left on

one’s life will be lasting.

The directorate of the Yeshivah should itself participate in these gatherings. For
the directorate have the power which was vested in them by the Previous
Rebbe who was the first director of the Yeshivah. Moreover, even after
succeeding his father as Rebbe, when he gave over the functional dimensions of
this position to his son-in-law,” he stated that he was not giving up the
position. Thus he remains the director of the Yeshivah until the present day and
grants those serving on the directorate of the Yeshivah at present the potential

to carry out their mission in a successful manner.*
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This concept is reinforced by the Baal Shem Tov's teaching that at each
moment, the creation is renewed. When G-d brought existence into being from
total and absolute naught, the first moment of existence that He created
included within it every moment that would follow.* Similarly, at every moment,
as G-d brings into being the totality of existence anew, every moment includes
all previous and all subsequent moments of existence just as the first moment

of creation included all time.

This concept clarifies a fundamental concept in regard to teshuvah. It is
explained that, in one moment, a person can compensate for inadequacies in his
behavior over many years.® How is that possible? Because each moment
contains within it the totality of time and can thus alter the nature of the events
which occurred previously. This concept, although true at all times, receives
greater emphasis during the month of Elul which is, as explained above, a

month of general consequence.
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The importance of thanking G-d is further emphasized by the Baal Shem Tov's
teaching that the creation of the world is renewed every moment. This reflects
the unbounded nature of G-d’s kindness. The comprehension of this idea should
arouse an unbounded and deepfelt expression of gratitude on the part of man,
for he realizes how the totality of existence is dependent on G-d’s kindness at

every moment.

The mitzvah of bikkurim is unique in that while observing it, a Jew expresses his
thanks to G-d, not only in his speech, but also in his deed. He brings his first
fruits to the Beis HaMikdash and “places them down before G-d, your L-rd.”

This expresses how the entire earth belongs to G-d. A Jew does not content
himself with merely recognizing this concept; he demonstrates this appreciation
in his deeds by giving his first fruits to G-d and doing so in a way that, even
afterwards, they remain as consecrated property. Through performing this
service a Jew increases his potential to appreciate G-d’'s kindness and causes
these feelings to be more deeply internalized. And thus he comes to the
realization that everything that he owns in essence belongs to G-d and that he

is constantly standing “before G-d your L-rd.”
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